
 INFORMATION NOTE TO KENYANS IN BELGIUM AND 
LUXEMBOURG 
ISSUANCE OF AN “EMERGENCY CERTIFICATE” 

 
 
The Kenya Embassy in Brussels wishes to clarify the circumstances regarding 
issuance of an “Emergency Certificate” and, particularly, the conditions under which 
it issues such a travel document to Kenyan nationals residing in Belgium and 
Luxembourg.  
 
 

 DEFINITION 
 
An “Emergency Certificate” is a one-way travel document which is issued to Kenyan 
nationals who do not have a valid passport at the time when they wish to travel to 
Kenya.  This document is merely intended to facilitate travel to Kenya, and as it 
does not allow for a return journey, it is retained by the border control officials 
upon arrival in Kenya.  The person to whom it was issued must, therefore, obtain a 
valid Kenyan passport during their stay in Kenya, so as to ensure that they can 
actually leave Kenya again and enter Belgium/Luxembourg upon their return. 
 
 

 ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
The certificate is only issued for genuine emergencies.  This means that the loss or 
expiry of one’s passport may not be used to justify the issuance of an emergency 
certificate.  Indeed, it is the responsibility of all Kenyan nationals to ensure that 
they always have a valid passport, or to immediately apply for replacement in case 
their passport is lost or stolen.  Note that once a passport application has been 
forwarded through this embassy, it may take one to two months before the 
Passport Office sends a new passport to Brussels. 
 
Parents whose children are born in Belgium/Luxembourg (and who do not have any 
other nationality other than the Kenyan one) are also advised to apply for a Kenyan 
passport for their children as soon as possible, to allow them to travel at any time. 
 
Note that issuance of the certificate is on the basis of an interview, during which 
the applicant must establish their Kenyan nationality, and that it is not issued 
immediately. 
 
Kenyans are advised to keep a copy of their passport at home/in the cloud (of the 
bio-data and the description pages), so that their records can be traced/the police 
can be informed in case of loss/theft. 
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