
 SPEECH BY H.E. MR. KEMBI-GITURA ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE JAMHURI DAY CELEBRATIONS ON 10 DECEMBER 2010 
AT PALAIS DES COLONIES, BRUSSELS 

 

 
Your Excellencies the Ambassadors, 
Honourable Representatives of the Kingdom of Belgium, 
Honourable Representatives of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 
Honourable representatives of the European Union, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Fellow Kenyans, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to this very important day in our 
national calendar. Today we are celebrating 47 years since our country became a 
Republic. On this day, we became a sovereign nation, free from the yoke of 
colonialism, able to chart the destiny of our country and its people. Today is also 
very memorable because for the very first time since independence, we are 
celebrating Jamhuri day under a new constitution that was adopted at a referendum, 
and promulgated on 27th August this year. The new constitutional dispensation is a 
major pillar in our country’s political reform agenda and is a milestone in Kenya’s 
governance structure.  It is a home-grown constitution adopted after extensive 
national consultations. It replaces the one which we acquired at independence, and 
which had little if any in put from Kenyans as it was purely driven by the colonial 
masters at that time.  
 
The road to the new constitutional order has been long and arduous. It took us well 
over twenty years to realize the birth of a new nation. We are therefore proud that 
we now have a constitution which embodies our best hopes, aspirations, ideals and 
values for a peaceful and more prosperous nation. With its adoption, Kenyans made 
history as one of the few nations in the world that have successfully changed their 
constitution during peace time. 
 
The new constitution fundamentally transforms Kenya politically, economically and 
socially as it provides us with a historic opportunity to decisively conquer the 
challenges that face us as a country. It provides us an avenue through which to 
renew our fight against unemployment and poverty and an opportunity to work and 
become a developed nation as outlined in our development blue print, Vision 2030. 
We are now on the implementation stage of the constitution. Various commissions 
and committees at different levels have been established or are in the process of 
being established to ensure that implementation is within the timeframe as 
envisaged in the spirit of the new constitution.  
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To all our friends and development partners present here today who stood with us 
unswervingly and assisted us in the search of the new constitution, and who 
continue to stand with us during the implementation stage,  I wish to seize this 
opportunity to convey special gratitude of the Government and particularly of the 
people of Kenya. We are confident that the new constitution will endure and stand 
the test of time as we embark on our journey into the second Republic. 
 
 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
After major economic shocks such as the global food and fuel crisis, the financial 
crisis and a devastating draught last year, I am happy to state that our country 
showed resilience, and we have witnessed a strong economic rebound. This has 
allowed agricultural and related industries to continue to flourish. For the first time in 
three years, economic growth has been steady, exceeding 4.5 % in each of the four 
quarters. All things being equal, it is projected that the economy will grow at 5.3 % 
in 2011. 
 
One of the reasons for this growth is that Kenya is home to a growing domestic 
market of close to 40 million people, which is increasingly urbanized and is becoming 
more closely integrated with the East African Community, especially with the coming 
into effect of the East Africa Common Market earlier this year. We are now enjoying 
access to a regional market of close to one hundred and thirty (130) million people 
from the five member countries of the EAC. On the other hand, Kenya’s private 
sector remains very dynamic, demonstrating resilience during crises and producing 
global innovations, especially in Information and Communications Technology. The 
transformation of the ICT sector, especially the mobile telephony in Kenya has been 
truly revolutionary. At the close of the 1990s, less than 3 per cent of Kenyan 
households owned a mobile telephone. Today, nine out of ten adult Kenyans have 
access to a mobile phone. Kenya is operating the world’s largest mobile money 
transfer platform, which has brought financial access to millions of mostly 
traditionally unbanked citizens. Mobile money transfer has created opportunities for 
growth and social contribution.  
 
 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Kenya continues to play an active role in the search for sustainable peace within the 
Eastern and Horn of Africa region. We are actively participating in various initiatives 
at regional level such as in the African Union (AU); the Inter-Governmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD); the East African Community (EAC); and the International 
Conference of the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) to facilitate peace and stability in our 
region and on the continent. We are guarantors to the Sudan Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA), which was signed in Kenya in January 2005. In this regard, Kenya 
has maintained frequent interaction and engagement with both parties. We join the 
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rest of the world in wishing the people of The Sudan a successful referendum, the 
outcome of which will be acceptable to all the parties in the country, and to the 
international community.  
 
 Kenya is also very keenly following and monitoring events happening in Somalia. 
Kenya together with the other countries that immediately border Somalia bears the 
greatest brunt of an otherwise global problem. We are appreciative of the various 
players that are currently involved in the war against piracy off the coast of Somalia, 
which unfortunately has extended to the international waters. Our firm belief is that 
peace will only be achieved in Somalia through a holistic approach. The cause of the 
piracy is on land not in the sea. We are however, cognizant of the vital role being 
played by various forces in the region by protecting merchant fleets and other 
humanitarian vessels plying in the area. To this end, we promise to continue lending 
our support to eradicate this international menace. 
 
 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
As I conclude my brief remarks this evening, I would like to thank you most 
sincerely for having found time to come and celebrate with us.  I would like to 
acknowledge and thank all Kenyans present here today. I would like to remind them 
that more than ever before, our country has reached a point where they cannot 
afford to be left behind in participating in its affairs and management.  The new 
constitution gives them special provisions, and I invite them to take full advantage of 
what it has to offer. 
 
Finally,  
 
 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
May I now request you to raise your glasses for a toast to the good health and long 
life of His Excellency the President of Kenya Hon. Mwai Kibaki, for peace and 
prosperity for the people of Kenya, and for deepened, broadened and strengthened 
bonds of friendship between our country, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg and the European Union. 
 
I thank and wish you all happy holidays, and a prosperous and peaceful 2011. 


