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Kenya yetu, Kenya moja, Kenya hoyee! 
By whichever name called, Kenya 
remains as pristine and spectacular. A 
land of diversity, a land of true and 
amazing people who are united in spirit 
and thought to build the country and 
take it ahead on its path to becoming a 
middle-income economy by 2030.  
 
The Embassy in Brussels is tasked to 
take these ideals to its area of 
representation - Belgium, Luxembourg 
and the European Union. It is no small 
feat, but as we say in Kiswahili: “haba 
nah aba hujaza kibaba.” Little by little, 
the goal will be attained.  
 
This Newsletter opens up avenues for all 
Kenyans living in Belgium and 
Luxembourg to appreciate the 
performance of the Embassy and keep in 
touch with current events and trends 
around us. The Newsletter will, in its own 
unique way, serve to bring us all 
together and engender tolerance and 
exchange of ideas. We look forward to 
this epoch and urge you to join in with 
us.  
 

Embassy of Kenya 
Avenue Winston Churchill 208 
1180 Brussels, Belgium 

info@kenyabrussels.com  
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 Message from the Ambassador 

Jambo, habari gani, and welcome to the Embassy of Kenya to the Kingdom of 

Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and Permanent Mission to the European 

Union’s very first Newsletter. We are pleased to establish this forum where the 

Embassy will be able to engage with you in order to both inform you of its activities 

and seek your views on its performance.  

 

Indeed this Newsletter comes at an exciting time in the political development of the 

Republic of Kenya, on the verge of its very first election under the Constitution of 

Kenya 2010 and the eleventh since independence.  

 

The Embassy in Brussels is at the heart and pulse of Europe, being at the seat of the 

European Union. It is instrumental in furthering the growth of Kenya’s economic 

balance of trade with Europe in various sectors, particularly trade and agriculture. 

The importance of European markets to Kenya’s continued growth and development 

cannot be gainsaid. The Embassy constantly engages with the European Union to 

ensure that Kenyan traders receive positive market access to the 27 EU member 

state economies. 

 

Brussels is also the seat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States. 

This grouping dates back to 1975, when 79 countries from the three regions decided 

to join together as a bloc to better relate with the European markets. One of the 

main objectives behind the creation of the ACP Group is the sustainable 

development of its member states and their gradual integration into the global 

economy. This entails making poverty reduction a matter of priority and establishing 

a new, fairer and more equitable world order.  

 

This Newsletter, the first in a series, will introduce you to the picturesque countries 

of Belgium and Luxembourg and to the European Union, before sharing what the 

Embassy does in service of the Republic. We have decided to be trailblazers and 

called on Kenyans living in Belgium (through the Diaspora organisation) to contribute 

their articles and events, so that we can truly represent Kenyans and imbue the 

spirit of the Constitution of Kenya 2010. Happy reading! 
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 Message from the Head of Chancery 

The birth of a new-born baby brings with it great joy and expectations for a bright 

future and continuity to a family. For the Kenyan community in Belgium, this 

Newsletter comes at an opportune time - when we are all eagerly adopting the new 

dispensation wherein access to information is a basic right for all Kenyans.  

 

This Newsletter is the first in what will become a standard to be upheld, with the 

public being made aware of the on-goings at the Embassy and developments within 

the Kenyan community within the country. We cannot forget that even the Embassy 

has a vibrant and hard-working family comprising both home-based and locally 

engaged staff. This dynamic and hard-working team is always at hand, working 

tirelessly and often long into the night and weekends, to deliver top-notch services 

to all. We are interested in your feedback and would like to receive your comments 

on the publication 
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 Introduction 

The Embassy of the Republic of Kenya to the Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy 

of Luxembourg and Mission to the European Union dates back to 1979 when the 

importance of having representation in Brussels was realised. The Embassy has 

since been instrumental in facilitating and coordinating matters of bilateral interest 

and encouraging investment of Foreign Direct Investment from Belgium, 

Luxembourg and the European Union in Kenya.  

 

We are currently working from a platform of economic diplomacy, and it should be 

noted that the global recession currently biting us all has led to slow, no or negative 

growth and development across the world. We must take all necessary precautions 

and yet risk within reason if we are to rise out of this crisis with some measure of 

success.  

 

                 
The European Union Headquarters by day and night. Photos courtesy of the EU. 

 

 

 Brussels, the Seat of the European Union 

 

Many in Kenya and indeed several other places are very familiar with the cities of 

New York, London, Paris and Tokyo. One mention of Brussels brings about the 

question: “Is that the same as Belize?” Top it up with the French nomenclature of 

the city (Bruxelles), and one then looks totally lost.  

 

Surprisingly, Brussels is not one of the most aggressively promoted cities of Europe. 

In fact, while talking to a friend in Nairobi, she repeatedly kept referring to Brussels, 

Netherlands. It took quite a few corrections to get the right message through. 

Similarly, were it not for the fact that Kenya became a situation country under the 

Rome Statute, several mortals would have been blissfully ignorant of the fact that 
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The Hague is not a venerable beverage, but the seat of the International Criminal 

Court. 

 

Brussels is a cosmopolitan city rich in history, diverse in culture and a real pleasure 

to be in. With its quaint trams running silently along city streets, people constantly 

working at one thing or another with efficiency that is amazing, and the very 

endearing Belgian friendliness and open honesty, it is impossible to imagine that 

there could be a better place to spend a nice holiday or even engage in the hectic 

hustle and bustle of business.  

 

It is within this setting that one finds the European Commission, the Council of the 

European Union, the European Council (yes, they are distinctly separate institutions), 

and a seat of the European Parliament.  

 

The organisation structure of the European Union is unique and consists of: 

 

 The European Council, which brings together national and continental leaders. 

They set the EU’s broad priorities. 

 The European Parliament, with members directly elected by European 

citizens. 

 The European Commission, which is the executive arm of the Union and 

implements the interests of the group. The Commissioners are appointed by 

national governments.  

 The Council of the European Union, which consists of the Ministers of the 

member states who defend their own countries' national interests. 

 

 Setting the Agenda 

The European Council sets the EU's overall political direction – but has no powers to 

pass laws. Led by its President – currently Herman Van Rompuy – and comprising 

national heads of state or government and the President of the Commission, it 

meets for a few days at a time at least every 6 months. 

 

 Law-making 

There are 3 main institutions involved in EU legislation: 

 The European Parliament, which represents the EU’s citizens; 

 The Council of the European Union, which represents the governments of 

the individual member countries. The Presidency of the Council is shared by 

the member states on a rotating basis. 
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 The European Commission, which represents the interests of the Union as a 

whole. 

 

Together, these three institutions produce the policies and laws that apply 

throughout the EU. In principle, the Commission proposes new laws, and the 

Parliament and Council adopt them. The Commission and the member countries 

then implement them, and the Commission ensures that the laws are properly 

applied and implemented.  

 

The Court of Justice upholds the rule of European law, and the Court of Auditors 

checks the financing of the EU's activities. Very handy way of ensuring that there is 

transparency and accountability! With sector-driven specialised agencies, the EU has 

competence to engage with any entity and ensure that its interests are championed. 

 

It thus makes sense to have strong representation on a continent that controls 30% 

of the global economy, and where better to do that from than from the very seat 

where decisions are made. A decision made in Brussels may sound distant when 

viewed from Nairobi, but its repercussions are immense. Who can forget what travel 

bans made in Europe to its citizens to be wary of touring certain parts of the world 

do to the economies that rely on tourism in whole or in part?  

 

As a developing country, it is important for Kenya to emulate this model of unifying 

beyond our borders. The various regional economic initiatives give us access to more 

markets and opportunities. It is a fact that the 120 million potential customers in the 

East African Community, for instance, sounds more desirable than the 36 or so 

million within Kenya. Add to that the greater area and population under COMESA, 

and top it all with the EU, and you begin to see a pattern of just how much Kenya 

still stands to gain in this interaction.  

 

How can the Embassy make this a reality for all? Through putting out there, in 

simple terms, what decisions and declarations come from the seat of power in 

Brussels. This medium would be well placed to inform and encourage Kenyan 

investors to make informed choices, and rest assured that there is a team committed 

to providing them with all necessary assistance to get started - short of injecting 

capital of course - and expand into the EU. 
 

J. Patrick Okoth 
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 Embassy Engagements in 2012 

 Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga, Kenya's PM, visits Belgium  

 

The Rt. Honourable Raila Odinga, Prime Minister of Kenya, came on a three-day visit 

to Belgium (7-9 March 2012) where he attended the Crans Montana Forum on 

Africa. The Crans Montana Forum started its activities in 1986 and has organized 

numerous prestigious activities around the world, providing governments and 

companies with an efficient networking platform. Since 2004, the Crans Montana 

Forum has been organizing a very successful Political and Economic Forum devoted 

to Africa and the Arab world, in the framework of the new international economic 

relations based on South-South Cooperation (South America, Africa, Arab states and 

the Far East). 

 

This year’s Forum hosted top-level decision makers from around the world, to 

address challenges of the Arab-African cooperation, their respective role on the 

international stage, the new synergies of common development, the issue of natural 

resources and growth, and also the new role of Europe. 

 

  
 

The Rt. Hon Prime Minister paid a courtesy call to the Kenyan Embassy and met with 

members of staff. H.E. Mr. Kembi Gitura, Ambassador, welcomed the Prime Minister 

and his delegation by giving them a brief on relations between Kenya and Belgium, 

Luxembourg and the European Union. 
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The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister in his remarks noted that the Embassy remains one of 

Kenya’s most vital diplomatic missions, as it is strategically placed and is the face of 

Kenya to key partners which include the European Union, Belgium and Luxembourg. 

He spoke briefly on the Grand Coalition Government and highlighted its 

achievements. Firstly, he drew attention to progress made in the education and 

health sectors as well as in infrastructure development. Further, he reiterated one 

significant achievement of the Grand Coalition, which is the attainment of a new 

Constitution. He expressed his confidence in the Government, through parliament 

which has continued to work tirelessly to implement the new constitution, seeking to 

put in place necessary laws before the upcoming elections. In conclusion, the Prime 

Minister informed that reforms are ongoing. 

 

H.E. Mr. Kembi-Gitura hosted a cocktail reception in honour of the Rt. Hon Prime 

Minister at the Sheraton Hotel on 7 March 2012, where Kenyans in the diaspora had 

the opportunity to interact with the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister and his delegation. The 

Prime Minister spoke candidly, elaborating on the genesis of Kenya’s challenges and 

where Kenya should be. His expounded on his vision for Kenya, which is to achieve 

the Kenyan dream. The Kenyan dream is espoused in the Kenya Vision 2030: “to 

transform Kenya into a middle income country, providing a high quality of life to all 

its citizens by the year 2030.” 

 

While in Belgium, the PM met international leaders, among them Mr. Herman Van 

Rompuy, President of the European Council, Mr. Janez Potočnik, EU Commissioner 

for Environment, and Mr. Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the European 

Commission.  
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Photos by Shali Ngali. 

 

 

 Courtesy Call by South African Ambassador 

 

              
H.E. Kembi Gitura (L) and H.E. Mxolisi Nkosi pose for a photograph. Photographs by Shali Ngaili. 

 

H.E. Mr. Mxolisi Nkosi, Ambassador of the Republic of South Africa to the Kingdom of 

Belgium, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and Mission to the European Union, paid a 

courtesy call on H.E. Mr. Kembi-Gitura at the Kenyan Embassy on 15 March 2012. 

 

The Ambassadors discussed matters of national interest, touching on the role of the 

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) and its relations with the 

European Union. The Ambassadors reiterated their support for and commitment to 

the collective of the ACP, and particularly the African Group.  
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H.E. Kembi-Gitura welcomed the South African Ambassador to Brussels, and 

expressed a willingness to work closely with the Ambassador and his mission, 

building on the existing cordial relations.  

 

 

 Kenya Presides over the 27th Session of the ACP Parliamentary 

Assembly and the 23rd Session of the ACP-EU Joint 

Parliamentary Assembly; Brussels, Belgium, March 2012 

 

 
Photo courtesy of ACP Secretariat. 

 

The meeting of the 27th session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the 23rd 

Session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly began on 19 and ended on 22 

March 2012. The high-level meeting of parliamentarians from the 79 countries of the 

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) took place in the EU capital, 

Brussels. The meeting was presided over by Hon. Musikari Kombo, who was elected 

as the President of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly in November 2011 for a period 

of two years. This was the first time for Kenya to hold the position of Co-President 

since the inception of the European-ACP relations in the 1970s, and as a result of 

holding this position, Kenya is automatically a member of the Bureau.  

 

Kenya was also represented in the meeting by Hon. Dr. Joyce Laboso, who was also 

the leader of the delegation, Hon. Mohamed Affey, Kenyan Ambassador to the EU 

Kembi-Gitura and officials from the Embassy.  
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The weeklong meeting, attended by over 150 MPs from Africa, the Caribbean and 

the Pacific, had the stabilization of Somalia and the Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPAs) negotiations high on its agenda. 

 

The parliamentarians expressed concern on the consequences of ratifying the 

current texts of the EPAs, which contain many contentious clauses and are skewed 

in favour of Europe. The subject of the EPAs and the negative consequences they 

pose on the economies of concerned ACP States has featured prominently in debates 

of the one-week meetings.   

 

  
Hon Musikari Kombo, MP, addressing the Joint Parliamentary Assembly.  

 

 

 Kenyan Embassy Plants Trees in Brussels Forest  
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H.E. Ambassador Kembi-Gitura and members of staff of the Kenyan Embassy in 

Brussels attended the Sunbeams Tree Planting Event 2012, held on 18 March 2012 

in the Forêt de Soignes / Zoniënwoud. The forest is on the outskirts of Brussels, the 

tree planting site being close to the castle of Groenendaal in Hoeilaart.  The event 

was dedicated to Professor Wangari Maathai, Kenya’s first Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, who inspired the United Nations Billion Tree Campaign. Professor Maathai 

was the founder of Kenya's Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 30 

million trees in 12 African countries since 1977. 

 

The tree planting event was organized by Sunbeams, a non-profit organization 

focused on bringing expatriates and Belgians together on nature and the 

environment. It is an international group of enthusiastic volunteers which provides 

practical information on how to live an eco-friendly lifestyle in Belgium. (For further 

information visit www.sunbeams.eu.) 

 

The first tree planted at the first Sunbeams forest in 2010 was dedicated to Prof. 

Maathai. This time, in March 2012, the Sunbeams tree planting event allowed 

participants to write their wishes on their trees. Several schools, embassies and 

expatriates participated in the event. The children of the bus accident in Switzerland 

were also remembered at the event. 

 

    
 

 

 Courtesy call by Officials of UHasselt International Students 

Organisation 

 

Representatives of the international students of the Universities of Hasselt, 

Antwerpen, Leuven, VUB, Gent and Liége visited the Kenyan Embassy on 27 April 

2012 to pay a courtesy call on H.E. Mr. Kembi-Gitura. The purpose of the meeting 

was to inform the Ambassador and formally invite him to the First Pioneer 
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International Students Conference (PISC), to be held at the University of Hasselt 

from 4 to 5 May 2012. This would be the first conference of its kind, bringing 

together international students from six universities in Belgium. 

 

 
Photo by Shali Ngali. 

 

The organization is aimed at driving the agenda of international students who are 

from developing countries, particularly from Africa. 

 

The Conference would provide a forum for participants to inject some intellectual 

thought to challenges affecting developing countries. The Conference theme was 

premised on the fact that international students acquire valuable knowledge while 

pursuing their studies abroad and such knowledge, when harnessed, could 

contribute to the development of their countries upon their return. The issues to be 

discussed during the conference would revolve around questions on development, 

the challenges faced and how they can contribute to bringing positive change and 

development. 

 

His Excellency encouraged the students, telling them that the questions on 

development are very relevant to them and their country. He reiterated that with 

effective and efficient institutions a country can achieve higher development status. 

He cited democracy, good governance and solid institutions as important values for 

a nation today. 
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 Courtesy call by H.E. Grace M.M. Kabwe, Ambassador of Zambia  

 

          
H.E. Grace Mutale Musonda Kabwe signing the visitors’ book. Photos taken by Shali Ngali. 

  

H.E. Ms Grace Mutale Musonda Kabwe, Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the 

Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg and the European Union, paid a courtesy call on H.E. Kembi-Gitura on 

21 June 2012 at the Kenyan Embassy. 

 

The Ambassadors in their meeting acknowledged the existing strong, cordial and 

collegial relationship among members of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 

Group of States, and reiterated that they shall continue to work together. In the 

meeting a number of issues were touched on, including the future of the ACP group, 

the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), the ACP-EU relationship and climate 

change. 

 

 

 Parliamentary Service Commission on Study Visit to Belgium 

 

The Parliamentary Service Commission (PSC), led by Hon. Walter Nyambati, MP, 

visited Brussels from 24 to 28 June 2012 on a study tour of the Belgian 

parliamentary systems.  While in Belgium, the delegates held meetings with senior 

officials from the House of Representatives, the Senate, the Flemish Parliament and 

the Flemish Department of Foreign Affairs.  
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Photos by Shali Ngali. 

 

The visit was necessitated by the fact that Kenya’s next parliament would be 

bicameral.  Kenya is aware that the two countries have different political 

dispensations, but was keen to learn some lessons from the parliament of Belgium, 

with particular interest in the following areas: operations of the Belgian parliaments, 

operations of the federal states, relationship between the Belgian parliaments and 

the federal states, conditions of service and facilities of the Members of Parliament, 

and staffing of the parliaments.  

 

The PSC is the topmost organ of the National Assembly of Kenya, and is responsible 

for, among other things, the management and provision of facilities to Members and 

staff of Parliament. 

 

The delegation was composed of Hon. Walter Nyambati, MP, Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP, 

Hon. Zakayo Cheruiyot MGH, MP, Hon. Joseph Lekuton OGW, MP, Hon. Olago 

Aluoch, MP, Hon. Wilson Litole OGW, MP, and H.E. Amb. Kembi-Gitura and other 

officers from the PCS and the Embassy. 

 

Amb. Kembi-Gitura hosted a reception in honour of the delegation, which was also 

attended by a group of young Kenyans who participated in a summit organized by 

the British Council and the EU, and by representatives of the Kenyan Diaspora 

Association. 

 



 

 

 

18 
 

     
 

 
 

 

 Prof. Wangari Maathai Tree 

 

Ambassador Kembi-Gitura planted trees in honour of the late Nobel Peace Prize 

Laureate Prof. Wangari Maathai in the back garden of the Ambassador’s residence 

on Thursday 26 July 2012. The Prof. Wangari Maathai tree and its plaque stand in 

clear view for all visitors, and represents Kenya’s continued efforts towards 

environmental sustainability. 

 

 



 

 

 

19 
 

     
Photos by Shali Ngali. 
 

The Green Belt Movement challenged ordinary people, you and me, to assume 

responsibility to protect our environment. 

 

 

 Trade Minister Wetang’ula attends ACP-EU Trade Meetings 

 

Hon. Moses Wetang’ula, Kenya’s Minister for Trade, attended the 16th African, 

Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States’ Ministerial Trade Committee meeting 

and the 11th Joint African, Caribbean and Pacific – European Union Ministerial Trade 

Committee meeting (ACP-EU JMTC), held in Brussels, Belgium, on 22-26 October 

2012. 

 

The meetings were held pursuant to the provisions of Article 38 of the Cotonou 

Agreement, which established the ACP-EU Joint Ministerial Trade Committee (JMTC) 

and provides for it to meet annually. The JMTC is a political engagement between 

the ACP and the EU aimed at addressing ways of strengthening the ACP-EU trade 

relations. 

 

The main purpose of the meetings was to discuss issues related to trade in the ACP 

region, relevant matters with regard to the ACP-EU trade relations, including the 

status of the negotiations, and the implementation of the Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPA), other issues arising out of the ACP-EU trade arrangements and 

developments in the international trade scene. Other matters which were deliberated 

on included the Trade-Related Capacity Building programmes, and the report on a 

Feasibility Study on an All-ACP Free Trade Area (FTA). 
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The Kenyan delegation to the meetings was led by Honourable Moses Wetang’ula, 

the Minister for Trade. Other members of the delegation included Eng. Abdulrazaq, 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Ambassador Wamoto, Political & Diplomatic 

Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador M. Okeyo, Geneva, and Mr. 

Washington Oloo, Chargé d’Affaires, and other officials of the Kenyan Embassy in 

Brussels. 

 

 
Hon Wetang’ula signing the visitor’s book at the Mission. Photo by Shali Ngali. 

 

The Hon. Minister of Trade found time out of his busy schedule to pay a courtesy 

call at the Kenyan Embassy, where he had an opportunity to make a guided tour of 

the facility and later on addressed members of staff. The Minister reminded the staff 

of the importance of the Mission, given that it is accredited to the European Union, 

which is a critical partner to Kenya’s development agenda. He emphasized that staff 

should work with high professionalism and dedication to promote the good image of 

Kenya abroad, especially to the countries of accreditation, the Kingdom of Belgium 

and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. 

 

Hon. Wetang’ula touched briefly on political developments in Kenya, and assured 

staff that everything is on course and elections were scheduled to take place as 

planned in March 2013. He noted that Kenyans at home and abroad should take the 

opportunity to exercise the right to choose their leaders. 
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Hon Wetangula sharing ideas with members of the Mission. Photo by Shali Ngali. 

 

 
Hon Wetangula poses for a group photo with members of staff of the Mission. 

 

 

 Ambassador Wamoto visits Brussels  

 

Ambassador Patrick Wamoto, Political & Diplomatic Secretary in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, was in Brussels to attend the ACP Ministerial Trade meeting from 22 

to 26 October 2012. During his visit to the Kenyan Embassy, he met members of 

staff and signed the visitors’ book. 
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Mr Washington Oloo, CDA (L) and Ambassador Wamoto (R) at the chancery. Photos by Shali Ngali. 

 

 

 Visit by a High-Level Kenyan Delegation to Belgium to Conduct 

Due Diligence on a Research Vessel- RV Zeeleeuw, from 26 to 30 

November 2012 

 

Based on a long standing cooperation between the Kingdom of Belgium and the 

Republic of Kenya, the Government of Belgium decided to donate a marine research 

vessel to the Kenyan Government, RV Zeeleeuw. The vessel is 62 meters long and 

was built in 1977, and has been in use as the main research vessel from the year 

2000 to May 2012, when the Flemish Government acquired a new research vessel. 

 

        
 

The cooperation between Belgium and Kenya has usually been executed through 

Belgian research universities and research institutions, and on the Kenyan part with 

the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Institute (KMFRI), University of Nairobi and Moi 

University. In furtherance of the cooperation, a Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed on 19 October 2012, between KMFRI and the Flanders Marine Research 

Institute (VLIZ), renewing cooperation in research, technology and education for 

another period of five years. The occasion was witnessed by His Excellency, the 
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Ambassador of Belgium to Kenya, Bart Ouvry. He subsequently visited the Hon. 

Minister for Fisheries Development, Hon. Amason Jeffer Kingi, where they discussed 

continued cooperation and the wish by the Belgian Government to donate to Kenya 

a research vessel. The Hon. Minister accepted the gift on behalf of the Government 

of Kenya, and agreed that a Kenyan high-level delegation visit Belgium to undertake 

verification and due diligence on the vessel and finalize the acceptance process so 

that the vessel sails to Kenya. 

 

It is from this backdrop that a high-level team was formed to travel to Belgium to 

undertake due diligence on the research vessel from 25 to 30 November 2012. The 

high-level delegation from Kenya was comprised of: Mr. Micheni Ntiba, Permanent 

Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries (Head of Delegation); Mr. Wanjuki Muchemi, Solicitor 

General; Mr. Mutua Kilaka, Financial Secretary; Mr. Washington Oloo, Ag. Kenyan 

Ambassador to Belgium; Dr. Johnson Kazungu, Director Kenya Marine and Fisheries 

Research Institute (KMFRI); Eng. Paul Mukiri, Chief Mechanical and Transport 

Engineer, Ministry of Roads; Col. Dennis Kamuri, Chief of Systems Branch, Ministry 

of State for Defence; and Lillian Abishai, State Counsel, State Law Office. The 

Belgian delegation was comprised of representatives from the Flanders Marine 

Research Institute (VLIZ) and Flemish Technology Provider Organization VLOOT. 

 

 Due Diligence Exercise 

During the due diligence exercise, the delegation was able to undertake the 

following while in Belgium: 

 

 Visit the Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ); 

 Visit the Governor of West Flanders, Mr.  C. Decaluwe; 

 Visit the Marine Research and Coordination Centre (MRCC); 

 Visit the port of Ostend; 

 Visit the I.D.P Shipyard; 

 Presentation by the Shipping Agent, Mr. Jean Paul Dezutter, AegirBotra & 

Partners;  

 Inspect the research vessel , RV Zeeleeuw; and 

 Visit the new research vessel, RV Simon Stevin. 

 

The delegation found the vessel to be in good condition and accepted it on an ‘as is’ 

basis. However, formal acceptance of the vessel shall be through a formal exchange 

of letters through diplomatic channels, for a formal offer and acceptance of the 

vessel by the Government of Kenya. 
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It is hoped that once the dry-docking and the necessary maintenance work is 

complete on the vessel, it shall begin sailing to Kenya. The Government of Kenya is 

grateful to VLIZ and VLOOT for their offer to provide training and transfer of 

knowledge to a few technical personnel of Kenya, who shall be operating the vessel. 

VLOOT will train on the nautical and technical aspects, whereas VLIZ will train on 

the oceanographic equipment. 

 

A high-level reception involving both Kenyan and Belgian authorities shall be 

organized to receive the vessel at the port of Mombasa. 

 

The Government of Kenya is very grateful to the Flemish Government of Belgium for 

its generous contribution of the research vessel, that will go a long way in enhancing 

capacity in scientific research in Kenya and Africa as a whole, as this will be the 

second research vessel in Africa.  

 

 

 Hon Ramadhan Seif Kajembe, Assistant Minister for 

Environment and Mineral Resources, Attends the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Ministerial Meeting held in Brussels 

 

 
Hon Kajembe attended the Climate Change meeting in Brussels. 

 

 Background 

The meeting took place against the background of the African, Caribbean and Pacific 

Group of States ministerial meeting, held in Brussels on 7 to 9 November 2012, to 

allow the ACP member states to prepare for the upcoming United Nations (UN) 

Climate Change Conference in Doha, Qatar. The 18th Conference of Parties (COP 18) 

of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCOCC) and 
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the 8th Conference of Parties serving as meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 

(CMP8) would be held in Qatar from 26 November to 7 December 2012.  

 

The international political response to climate change began with the adoption of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1992. The 

UNFCCC sets out a framework for action aimed at stabilizing atmospheric 

concentrations of greenhouse gases to avoid “dangerous anthropogenic 

interference” with the climate system. The Convention, which entered into force on 

21 March 1994, now has 195 parties. 

 

This was followed by the third session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) in 

Kyoto, Japan, in December 1997, which agreed to a Protocol to the UNFCCC that 

commits industrialized countries and countries in transition to a market economy to 

achieve emission reduction targets. These countries, known as Annex I parties under 

the UNFCCC, agreed to reduce their overall emissions of six greenhouse gases by an 

average of 5.2% below 1990 levels between 2008-2012 (the first commitment 

period), with specific targets varying from country to country. The Kyoto Protocol 

entered into force on 16 February 2005 and now has 193 parties. 

 

 The Meeting 

The ministry was represented by Senior Officials/experts who deliberated on the 

global climate change conditions that pose threats to both present and future 

generations, and prepared the report to be presented to the Ministers. 

 

Kenya was represented at the preparatory meeting by the erstwhile Hon. Ramadhan 

Seif Kajembe, MP, Assistant Minister for Environment and Mineral Resources, who 

represented Kenya at the ministerial level, with Fatuma Hussein of the same ministry 

leading a team of experts on matters of climate change from headquarters and the 

embassy. 

 

 Conclusion 

The meeting successfully came up with negotiation tools to assist them in 

articulating the ACP position at the upcoming conference. Top of those identified 

were the need to have a shared vision; inclusion of international cooperation to 

support implementation of adaptation programmes; the need to enhance mitigation 

measures to reduce emission of greenhouse gases; ensure long-term financing to 

make this planet conservation possible; technological development and transfer and 
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development to embrace safer environmentally sustainable development practices; 

and review of progress made thus far and chart the way forward.  

 

The minister even took time out of his busy schedule to pay a courtesy call on the 

Embassy and had an honest and enlightening dialogue with the Embassy staff 

members, before being led on a guided tour of the Chancery by Mr Washington 

Oloo, Chargé d’Affaires.  

 

 

 Hon. Moses Wetang'ula meets WTO Director-General in Brussels 

 

 
Hon Wetang’ula and Mr Pascal Lamy, flanked by (L-R) Mr Oloo, Ambassador Wamoto, Ambassador 

Oyugi and Eng Ali. Photo by Shali Ngali. 

 

Hon. Moses Wetang’ula, Kenya's Minister for Trade, held a bilateral meeting with the 

Director-General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), Mr. Pascal Lamy, at the 

margins of the concluded Ministers of Trade meetings, which took place in Brussels 

at ACP house on 22-26 October 2012. The two exchanged views on the centrality of 

trade to global development, and the need to keep markets open and resist 

protectionism.  The Director-General particularly noted that the WTO was part 

solution to the world financial and debt crises. On his part, the Minister expressed 

his appreciation to the WTO Secretariat for the support it had extended to Kenya, 

and hoped that the DOHA round of negotiations would come to a conclusion soon. 

 

The Minister was accompanied to the meeting by Amb. Patrick Wamoto, Political and 

Diplomatic Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Eng. Abdulrazaq Ali, Permanent 
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Secretary, Ministry of Trade; Amb. Tom Okeyo, Kenya's Permanent Representative 

to UN Geneva; and Mr. Washington Oloo, Chargé d'Affaires,a.i., Kenya Embassy, 

Brussels. 

 

 Increased Controls on Kenyan Peas and Beans in Pod Exported 

to the European Union (EU) Market 

 

        
French beans, fresh off a farm and ready for export; on the right a plantation with beans for export to 

Europe.  

 

On 4 December 2012, the European Commission voted to include Kenya’s beans and 

peas in pod in Annex 1 of regulation 669/2009, and imposed a 10% level of 

sampling and analysis for these commodities with respect to pesticide residues when 

entering the EU. The controls will be effective from 1 January 2013 for all Kenyan 

exports of French beans, snow peas, mangetouts, runner beans, sugar snaps and 

valore beans to the EU market. Following the EU market decision on the controls, 

the Government of Kenya convened meetings with all the relevant stakeholders to 

appraise them on their requirements on the new market developments. As a result, 

detailed action plans have been prepared, notably through the Horticultural 

Competent Authority which met on 11 December 2012 to discuss the outcome of the 

EU vote. The meeting prepared and agreed on the following operational actions: 

 

 The implementation of a traceability plan for the horticultural subsector by the 

Horticulture Crops Development Authority (HCDA). 

 Implementation of an enhanced pesticide residue monitoring plan by the  

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KePHIS). 

 Implementation of an enhanced monitoring/surveillance of pesticide quality 

programme by the Pest Control Products Board (PCPB). 
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 Intensifying training of farmers on Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), led by 

the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kenya. 

 

The above action plans were communicated to all the stakeholders on 14 December 

2012, and further proposals agreed in order to mitigate the problem. On 22 

December 2012, exporters and their agents were appraised on the requirements of 

the Common Entry Document (CED) for the exported peas in pods and beans in 

pods to the EU market. Further progress will be communicated. 

 

The Government of Kenya is committed to the implementation of EU and other 

markets requirements on our export produce. 

 

 

 Embassy Celebrates Jamhuri Day  

 

 

 

The Kenyan Embassy in Brussels celebrated Jamhuri Day on Friday 7 December 

2012 at the Palais de Colonies in Tervuren. The highly successful event was 

attended by over 450 guests, including members of the diplomatic corps, Belgian 

officials, representatives from the ACP countries and the ACP Secretariat, EU 

representatives, members of the Belgian business community, and the Kenyan 

diaspora living in Belgium and Luxembourg. 

 

The Chargé d’Affaires a.i., Mr Washington Oloo, shared Kenya’s struggle for 

independence and the hope that the upcoming elections in March 2013 would bring 
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growth and development to a nation that is working hard to become a middle-

income country by 2030.    
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 Diaspora Matters 

 Kenya Diaspora Town Hall Meeting, 5 May 2012 

 

 
Photos by Shali Ngali. 

 

The Kenya Diaspora Town Hall Meeting was held in Antwerp, Belgium on 5 May 

2012 from 2 pm to 5 pm. The Kenya Embassy, Brussels, and the Association of 

Kenyans in Belgium and Luxembourg (AKDBL) jointly organized the meeting, 

bringing together Kenyans in the Diaspora to freely discuss issues that concern them 

as well as discuss matters relating to the Constitution of Kenya (2010). The meeting 

focused on implementation aspects and how it seeks to integrate Kenyans living 

abroad into national development. 

 

Several Kenyans attended the meeting and discussed the importance of the 

Association and its role in assisting Kenyans abroad, enabling them to live in 

solidarity and contribute to building their nation.  The meeting provided an 

opportunity for the Diaspora to discuss various issues of concern, such as consular 

issues, dual nationality, upcoming elections and many others. 

  

 
Kenyans in Brussels listening keenly to the proceedings. 
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 How East African Countries Will Save the Eurozone (1) 

 

More than half of the African population is under 25 and lives on less than one dollar 

per day. Meanwhile Africa provides the World with food, raw materials and natural 

resources, in exchange for aid, pessimistic news coverage, and detritus such as 

electronic and toxic waste. It is in this global context that economic and political 

relationships are maintained between the European Union (EU) and the East African 

Community (EAC), which is made up of Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and 

Uganda. 

 

Could a partnership based on mutual profit between the EU and the EAC help them 

transform their specific challenges and shared problems into business opportunities 

and jobs for both African and European citizens? 

 

 The European Dilemma 

At their 2012 annual meeting in Tokyo, the IMF and the World Bank Group disclosed 

a new outlook on the global economy. The IMF acknowledged that its staff and the 

European Commission had been perpetrating GDP forecast errors. Indeed, if 

austerity programs have managed to save the European Monetary Union, the 

negative impact on growth and unemployment has been underestimated. 

Admittedly, some problems have been solved through regulations, but with no plan 

to encourage consumption and thus to stimulate growth, companies are hiring less 

and firing more. 

 

Many workers in Europe find themselves in a dramatic situation. As things stand, 

market-driven reforms must urgently be undertaken in Europe such as supporting 

local production and consumption, raising the life expectancy of electronic devices, 

producing easy-to-repair and exchangeable items, banning complex and non-

recyclable packaging, etc.  

 

But then again this is not the last of the problems in the Eurozone, the parliaments 

of European Member States and the European Parliament are experiencing a gradual 

rise of extremist parties and populist xenophobia. For instance, in Denmark you will 

find the Danskernes (Danes) Party of Daniel CARLSEN, and in the Netherlands, the 

Party for Freedom of Geert WILDERS. In Belgium, the  Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie of 

                                       
1 The views expressed in this article are the author’s views. They are not a reflection of the position 
of the Embassy on the matter, and nothing in this article should be attributed to any other entity but 
the author.  
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Bart DE WEVER, which expresses mild racism, is the largest political party of the 

country. In the last elections in Greece, extremist parties like the Golden Dawn 

party, achieved noticeable success. One can only wonder how these kinds of 

mutations in the direction of the far-right in a few European countries affect 

European policies on foreign affairs and international relations. 

 

“Africa, Oh brave Africa” my grandmother used to sigh when she thought of all the 

trials and tribulations Africans have been through and still have to overcome. I still 

have the image, from my last visit to Kenya, two years ago, of behaviour by civil 

servants that does not comply with law and order. From bribery incidents involving 

officials during police roadblock checks to small corruption on a daily basis (...), the 

list is long. One day, while driving with a relative in the streets of Nairobi, we 

stopped at a red light and police officers warned us to move on and to cease 

blocking circulation.  

 

Despite all these events, there is a general will from the people to promote good 

citizenship and meaningful law. A lot of progress has been made to enhance civic 

responsibility and hard work is constantly undertaken in that direction. African 

countries must first tidy up their homes before hosting visitors.  Europeans on their 

part should not be too snobby or sceptical about emerging markets and make the 

mistake of thinking slow. 

 

Youth unemployment is a shared problem throughout Europe and Africa. An article 

entitled “The Jobless Generation” (Time Magazine, 16 April 2012) attempts to 

explain this phenomenon: 

In Europe, firms are fleeing because of excessive labour protection. Since it is costly 

to hire and fire, activity in such a protected labour market is relatively reduced. In 

emerging economies, high birth rates and young populations are at the root of the 

problem, together with regulatory obstructions turning foreign investors off.  

 

Both Europe and Africa are suffering from increasing social inequality and illegal 

migration. With a partnership based on mutual profit, the EU could maintain its 

economic competitiveness and hold on to its labour protection laws by venturing into 

the Southern hemisphere. Africa is open for business, and should give priority to 

companies which perpetuate social entrepreneurship values, set up learning centres 

for locals and/or share management expertise and technology. 

 

Consequently, an EAC-EU partnership for mutual profit could be a very satisfying 

solution for both parties. Southern Europe and other willing European countries 
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should have “One Euro Shops”. These one euro stores should be stocked with 

African products only. By 2015, the EAC should be able to export finished goods 

whose availability will allow European citizens to purchase more products of good 

quality and at an affordable price of one euro. On the other hand, agriculture in East 

Africa is a very predominant activity. With a forthcoming monetary union, African 

governments will have more capital muscle to subsidize small-scale farmers and 

manufacturers. The EAC could support Europe's workforce by increasing demand on 

agricultural machinery and equipment, and advanced seeds to overcome drought. 

Furthermore, the emerging African middle class in the cities would also want to have 

access to European branded goods. 

 

When European partners don't play by rules, it is diplomacy and the political 

relationship between African regional entities, African member States and the 

European Commission that will suffer negative repercussions. The EU, mostly 

through its Commission, presents itself as the Good Samaritan, in charge of bringing 

African nations into the global economy. However when Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPAs) negotiations are held, the European Commission often abuses its 

position of power, due to its financial advantage and to African failures, in order to 

put up trade barriers and impose terms that are not compatible with WTO rules and 

are in contradiction with the EU Development Policy of the Lisbon Treaty.  

 

In fact, tensions arise between the Commission and African entities when the 

Commission insists on including questionable clauses in the agreements, such as the 

Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) clause and the no-export-tax clause. Firstly, the MFN 

clause means that if an African country or region grants a more favourable 

treatment to a Third party, the EU should also benefit from the same conditions. 

Such a clause compromises South to South trade relations which are the best way 

for developing States to become economically independent.  

 

And secondly, export taxes basically serve two main purposes: they are a source of 

revenue for African economies and they protect domestic industries in Africa that are 

using the raw materials from taxation. However, the Commission has its own 

interests to stand up for. It wants to put an end to these export taxes and to include 

MFN clauses. Let us just  say that this is their way of assisting these vulnerable 

economies: import cheap raw materials from Africans, wrap them up in some plastic, 

put a label on it and a logo, send it back to them at a price they can't afford, and 

call it “fairness”. The fact that African diplomats have to silently comply with the 

European Commission's conditions, in a take-it-or-leave-it situation, is a bitter 

reminder of colonialist arrogance. 
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Despite causing chaos around the World for centuries, Europeans have managed to 

keep peace on their relatively small continent for six decades and they are already 

rewarding themselves with a Nobel Prize. In the years that I have lived in Belgium, 

not once have I seen any positive news or information on Africa presented by the 

media. Some people call this single-story-telling ignorance towards other cultures; 

others see it as soft power to keep black people down. Looking back at their own 

history, European Member States should know better that Democracy and the Rule 

of Law are not established overnight. So why do they keep talking down at Africans?  

 

China is considered a very good guest to Africans because the Chinese do not peek 

behind closed doors in search of dirty secrets, nor do they inspect the kitchen to see 

if it is clean. Instead, they come to Africa to extract wealth, but before leaving they 

build railroads, ports, bridges, highways, health centres, schools, universities and so 

on. It is now estimated that, during this last decade, China has surpassed the World 

Bank in infrastructure commitments in Africa. 

 

African countries are not poor; they are just developing in their own time-line. The 

McKinsey Global Institute (MGI), published an 82-page full report on African 

economies, “Lions on the move: The progress and potential of African economies”, 

in June 2010. The MGI study shows how Africa is exceeding market expectations, 

and reveals the continent's overlooked potential and its promising future. For 

instance, innovations in information and communications technology (ICT) are 

booming. Ushahidi and Mpesa (Safaricom) are two examples of the many concepts 

invented in Kenya and adopted Worldwide. 

 

So, in conclusion, what can we do?  

Anyone can start a business in Africa and contribute to the global fight against 

poverty, unemployment and climate change. As for changing living conditions for the 

better, the people of Europe and Africa should not wait for their policy makers to 

have a genuine intent of working together. Knowing that a country doing well is a 

country that attracts people from around the World, and that a healthy city is a 

cosmopolitan city, Africans should look forward to welcoming foreign investors. And 

noting that East Africa is just an 8-hour flight from Europe and that the euro has a 

monetary advantage over African currencies, European citizens should be the most 

alert and interested investors. 

There is nothing to fear from the culture shock. At this very moment, Indians are 

already in the villages of Kenya, enjoying the warm weather and counting revenue in 

Swahili: moja, mbili, tatu… 
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  Picture 

Barry Owino, the author of this article, is a BA student in Law at the Université Libre 

de Bruxelles.  (barry.owino@gmail.com) 

 

 

 Kenyan Artist Exhibits in Brussels  

 

 
 

In his first exhibition outside Africa, William Wambugu, a young emerging Kenyan 

artist, used the nostalgic memories of his childhood to express the changes he 

experiences in the “New Kenya”.  The drawings in his “Seats of Power” exhibition 

were a still-life of items not to be forgotten by future generations. H.E. Amb. Kembi-

Gitura attended the opening of the exhibition. 
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 The Next Chapter 

The production of this Newsletter has brought with it many interesting moments and 

challenges. Being the first of what we believe will be a continuous series, it was 

particularly challenging getting it off the ground. We must acknowledge our 

appreciation for the support that we have received from all the contributions to its 

publication. The Kenyans in the Diaspora who contributed articles, those who 

assisted with moral and technical support in it preparation, and those whose 

comments we have started receiving. We shall strive to improve upon this, the initial 

Newsletter that this Mission has produced.  

 

One aspect that is tantamount to representing Kenyans living in Belgium and 

Luxembourg would be to have your voices heard. The Newsletter can give you a 

platform to interact and exchange views and even work on agenda that can benefit 

the entire fraternity in Belgium and Luxembourg. For instance, the Embassy will 

dedicate some portion of its next Newsletter to outline what you should expect from 

us, and in return we can then benefit from a Newsletter that offers you a voice and 

gives you an audience to champion change and positive growth. We hope to have 

you on board with our dedicated team, and wish you all the best until our next 

edition. Salut! 


