




Imagine all of the world's most beautiful destinations.

Let your imagination take you through vast wilderness, soaring
mountain peaks, cosmopolitan cities, perfect beaches and more.

Dream of the perfect destinations for adventure, relaxation, culture
and sport.

Then imagine all of these places wrapped into a single country.

Welcome to Kenya,where you can experience a different safari every
day.

The Safari was born in Kenya. When the early European explorers
arrived on the Kenyancoast, they would set out on great journeys into
the unknown. Their porters called these journeys safari which in
Swahili means simply 'a journey'. But this was always a journey unlike
any other. 'Safari' has become a byword for romance and adventure.
This is the original home of the Safari.

Whatever you are seeking on your journey, you will find it in Kenya.

No other country on earth can offer the visitor as much to see and
do.Within the borders of a single country, you will find savannah rich
with big game, timeless cultures unchanged by the modern world,
pristine beaches and coral reef, equatorial forests and mighty
snowcapped mountains, searing deserts and cool highland retreats, an
exotic history and a fascinating modern culture, and endless
opportunities for adventure, discovery, relaxation and so much more
than you ever expected.

So join us on Safari and experience the world of Kenya.••



KENYA WILDLIFE SAFARI
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Take a Front Row Seat for the Greatest

Game Show on farth

Every year Kenya attracts visitors from all

over the world. But each September, some

of our best known visitors arrive in force.

As the rains bring the grasslands of the

Maasai Mara to life, the vast plains rumble

with the thunder of approaching hooves as

1.5 million wildebeest migrate north from

the Serengeti. The resulting spectacle is a

vision beyond belief. An endless torrent of

life thunders across an eternity of green as

the migratory herds sweep across the Mara.

Zebra are swept up in the flow, peppering

the herds with colour. Lions are drawn

towards the sound and fury, as their hunting

season arrives. At the mighty Mara River,

the banks swell and burst with wildebeest, as

the animals fight across raging currents to reach

the fresh life-givinggrass on the other side.

The Great Migration is considered one of the

world's most impressive natural spectacles.

There is no better place to witness this

awesome event than on the plains of Kenya's

Maasai Mara.

Take a front row seat and be a part of the

energy and wonder of an epic real-life drama,

driven by the raw forces of nature.

However, the migration is just one part of a rich

and diverse cycle of life that makes Kenya the

world's original wildlife dream destination.
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A WORLD OF DIVERSITY

Kenya has always been the ultimate destination for wildlife lovers.

This has long been known as the home of Africa's famous "Big Five" (lion, elephant, rhino, leopard and

buffalo). It's a title we deserve - this is the best place in the entire continent to see these five

magnificent species in their natural environment.

But Kenya has even more to offer. Our National Parks, Reserves and private sanctuaries are each a

world unto themselves. From industrious dung beetles and brilliant-coloured butterflies through to the

world's largest vulture or herds of elephant bathed in glowing red dust, the sheer diversity is

breathtaking.

We have an incredible range of wild habitats, each one with its own unique range of species. Open

savannah, deep forest, soda and freshwater lakes, alpine meadows, coral reefs, caves, beaches, river

deltas and even more. Each one is a new territory for you to explore.

A wildlife safari in Kenya means more than just seeing animals. This is a chance for you to immerse

yourself in a wild world where the fascinating natural behaviour and interaction between species will

hold you enthralled.

Whether it's an elephant cutting grass with its toenails, a sea turtle laying her eggs on a deserted

moonlit beach or a mother cheetah teaching her cubs to hunt, there is so much to discover and learn.

Kenya's wildlife is as diverse and varied as your safari options.

The Afrtcan Wild Dog, one of rhe world's rarest predators



A WORlD OF GAME WATCHING OPTIONS

Explore the plains by 4-wheel drive, soar high above the treetops in a hot air

balloon, or trek into the rainforest in search of rare chameleons or nesting

eagles.

A wildlife safari in Kenya is an unforgettable experience, and how you

experience our wildlife is entirely up to you.

Lose yourself in the herds on horseback, track a rhino on foot with an expert

guide or dive into a coral reef teeming with life.

Watch elephants gather at a waterhole from the balcony of a luxury lodge,

listen to the sounds of the wild outside your tent, or watch water birds as you

relax in a drifting canoe.

All these options and more are available in Kenya.The diversity of our wildlife

is equally matched by our diversity of wildlife safaris.

Kenya has an excellent range of safari accommodation and operators to

ensure that you will be well catered for, regardless of budget, interest or length

of stay.

The magic of a Kenyan Safari is to find yourself relaxing by a campfire,

watching the sunset turn the sky to gold, as the distant roar of a lion brings

the day to a perfect end.

Come to Kenya and take a Safari beyond your wildest dreams ....

s



w L ID LI

Maasai Mara

The mighty Mara remains one of Kenya's best

loved reserves. 1,672 sq. kms/ I039 sq. miles of

wide savannah, rolling hills and riverine forest with

huge grazing herds, bountiful birdlife and Africa's

largest population of lions. Each year the Mara is

the staging ground for the Great Migration, one of

the most awe-inspiring natural events in the

world.
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Kenya has 48 National Parks and Reserves, including

Marine Parks, combined with many private sanctuaries

and game ranches.

Here are a few of our real wildlife highlights:

Samburu, Shaba and Buffalo Springs

A world apart from the lush green parks of the

south, this arid wilderness is a place where the

waters of the Ewaso N'giro River attract a

profusion of game.This beautiful area is known for

its large herds of elephants and elusive leopards,

as well as northern endemic species including the

gerenuk, Beisa oryx and reticulated giraffe.
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Tsavo

Imagine a single national park larger than Jamaica.

This is Tsavo, a vast wilderness that gives you the

space to really explore. These beautiful plains are

crossed by the tracks of the historic

Kenya/Uganda railway,which brought fame to this

region with the legend of The Man-eaters of

Tsavo.



Nairobi

Where else in the world can you find herds of zebra and giraffe,

prides of lion and rhino families, living free and wild just 20

minutes from a major city centre? Nairobi National Park was

Kenya's first national park and remains one of our greatest

treasures - a link between our modern capital and our natural

heritage. This is the ultimate one-day urban adventure.

Laikipia

Meru

This remote park was recently reborn through a major initiative to improve

its access, facilities and management. The result is Kenya's newest wildlife

attraction, an unspoilt verdant paradise surrounding the waters of the Tana

River.This was the wilderness into which George and Joy Adamson released

the lioness Elsa, creating the much-loved story of Born Free.

This region was once a series of large private cattle ranches and

traditional grazing land, until changing times and fortunes saw these

properties turn to wildlife conservation and tourism. Now this is a great

Kenyan success story, as these local communities and private game

ranches work together to conserve both wildlife and traditional lifestyles

and provide the ultimate eco-tourist destination - luxurious havens for

those looking for the perfect backdrop for their own private wildlife safari.

Marine Parks

Kenya has 5 Marine Parks and Reserves,

established to protect the wealth of

undersea life along Kenya's shores. Dive,

snorkel or take a glass-bottom boat to

explore a world of coral reefs that pulse

with life and colour, dolphins, turtles, giant

morays and mantas.
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we'd forgive you for thinking you are in heaven
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KENYA SCENIC SAFARI
Experience the World

Can you name a single country on earth

that has endless rolling savannah, lush

rainforest, snow-capped mountains, (

tropical beaches, extinct volcanoes,

freshwater lakes, geothermal springs,

baking deserts, glaciers, caves and coral

reefs all within its borders?

Think hard, but there's only one answer.

Kenya.

Kenya's staggering physical diversity

makes it a feast for the eyes. Why travel

the world to see one different

landscape after another, when in Kenya

you'll find all of them in one destination?

A Safari to Kenya gives you the world in

a single safari.

Come and see for yourself.

HIGHS AND LOWS

Kenya's great range of altitude creates our wide range of landscapes, climate,

and flora and fauna.

At sea level, the coast is the perfect vision of a tropical paradise. Our reef-lined

beaches are lined with coastal rainforest and broad river deltas and estuarine

systems that create wetlands that teem with life and broad fertile floodplains.

Inland from the coast, high coastal hinterlands such as the Shimba, Taita and

Chyulu Hills offer respite from the heat, and forests rich with game. The wide

low plains ofTsavo are covered in thick thorn scrub, the earth a bright red dust

that bathes the resident elephant herds in a glowing ochre light.

Kenya rises spectacularly at the edge of the Great RiftValley,with a series of

mountain ranges, wide lava flows and dormant or extinct volcanoes.
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Thick montane forest covers the slopes of many

of these. The great ridges of the Aberdare Range

have deep salient forests and highland meadows,

home to buffalo, elephant and leopard.A series of

spectacular waterfalls plunge down the face of

the range.

Mt. Kenya, Kenya's highest point (5, 199m/ 17,057

feet) rises from thick forest to a spectacular

pointed peak, covered in one of the great

geographical wonders of the world: Equatorial

snow.

This tropical ice forms a series of glaciers, frozen

faces and scree around the summit. The ethereal

white peak is a remarkable vision, floating high

over the surrounding Laikipia plains. The Kikuyu

christened the mountain, Kirinyaga, meaning

'a place of light'.
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From the high plains of the Rift Valley, Kenya

descends into the west across a series of highland

plateaus and beautiful ranges, including the

Cherangani and Tugen Hills.These lush green hills

drop away to the floor of the Kerio Valley,

stretching away to the lowland tropical rainforest

of Kakamega, a haven for rare bird and primate

species.

The wide waters of Lake Victoria are

bordered by plains and forest, and on the

western border is the impressive craggy

peak of Mt. Elgon.The high forested slopes of

Elgon are pierced by a series of spectacular

caves, the largest of which, Kitum, is

regularly visited by herds of elephants.

Entering the cave under the cover of

darkness, the elephants follow a well-worn

route deep into the mountain, using their

tusks to grind delicious, residual salt from

the cave walls.

This wide range of altitudes gives Kenya a

wide range of climates, from the balmy

warmth of the coast, to the alpine chill of Mt.

Kenya.The combination of highland altitude

and equatorial heat gives Kenya a perfectly

comfortable annual average temperature of

24 degrees celsius (75 Fahrenheit).



VALLEY OF LIFE

At the centre of all of this is the Great RiftValley,which bisects Kenya from north to south. This massive pre-historic fissure

stretches from Jordan, in the Middle East, to Mozambique, in southern Africa.

The Rift is a geographical wonder, and in Kenya it has created a unique world of highland savannah, volcanic peaks and laval flows,

cany~:>ns,escarpments and lakes.

The wide plains and savannah of the Rift have become the

grassland home of grazing herds, and the kingdom of lions

and other predators. High, wide and wild, the savannah of

the Kenyan Rift is the original Garden of Eden.

Extinct, impressive volcanic craters can still be seen at

Longonot, Suswa, Menengai, and partially submerged in the

waters of Lake Naivasha. Kenya is still geothermically

active, and volcanic hot springs and geysers can be found at

the appropriately named Hell's Gate and also at Lake

Magadi, Lake Bogoria, and many other places throughout

the country.

The floor of the Kenyan Great RiftValley is peppered with

lakes, both freshwater and saline. Each one of these lakes

offers something different to the visitor.

One of Kenya's best known sights is Lake Nakuru, a soda

lake whose waters are often covered by a living carpet of

thousands of flamingo. This spectacular ocean of pink is

surrounded by forest and plains that are home to lion,

rhino, leopard and large herds of waterbuck.

Lake Naivasha is a bird-lover's paradise, the fresh waters

attracting over 400 recorded species. This large (I 14 sq.

km/70 sq. miles) lake is edged by banks of papyrus and thick

forests of beautiful yellow Acacia Xanthophlea trees, with

herds of giraffe, zebra and buffalo.

Hippos and crocodiles both abound in Lake Baringo, a

freshwater lake with stunning views of surrounding

volcanic ranges.This is a great lake to explore by boat, with

plenty of birdlife and a large rocky island, 01 Kokwe, to

visit.

To the north lie the shining waters of LakeTurkana, the Jade

Sea.
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NORTHERN FRONTIER

The north of Kenya is a vast expanse of semi-arid wilderness

and desert, regarded as Kenya's real adventure country.

Lake Turkana, a massive island sea at the heart of the and north

The baking desert plains occasionally rise into spectacular

highlands, including the beautiful and lush Matthews Range and

Loroghi Hills of Samburu land, the stark massif of 01 Olokwe

and the high green oasis of Marsabit.

The thorn scrub plains of the north spring to life around water,

and the Ewaso N'giro and Tana Rivers create lush lines of living

green.At Samburu and Meru beautiful riverine forests, stands of

Doum palms and fertile river plains attract a wealth of big game,

including many endemic northern species.

At Kenya's Northern Frontier, lies one of Kenya's least known

wonders. Surrounded by stark plains of broken lava, a massive

scar of jade breaks open this bleak landscape.

This is LakeTurkana, a vast inland sea (6,405 sq. km/59 sq. miles)

whose bright blue waters are an unexpected sight in this

desolate wilderness. Turkana is the ultimate adventure

destination, brimming with Africa's largest population of Nile

crocodiles and the home of tribal cultures largely untouched by

the outside world.

The vast Chalbi desert

North, south, east or west, Kenya is a world of endless variety
and contrasts.
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Just a few of our most breathtaking views:

Rift Valley Viewpoint

Heading west from Nairobi, the road reaches the edge of the

Great Rift, winding down the precipitous face of the Kikuyu

Escarpment.The view is simply stunning, providing some of the

world's best roadside entertainment.

Following Flamingos

There are few sights in the natural world more unforgettable

than thousands of flamingos covering the surface of a lake. Our

migratory flocks move throughout several soda lakes in Kenya.

and following them is a journey through the contrasting world

of the Rift Valley.

Rooms with aView

On some of our private game ranches in the Laikipia and

Samburu regions, guesthouses and camps have been designed to

take maximum advantage of the stunning local landscapes.Relax

on a bed surrounded by a thousand miles of space, or enjoy

your private, open-sided bathroom, and a "100 with a view".

H I G GH L I

Loroghi Hills

The remote Loroghi Hills are excellent trekking

country. Take a local Samburu guide and climb to the

Lesiolo Escarpment, also known as "World's End".

You'll be rewarded with one of Kenya's most

impressive views.

Starscapes

Kenya is known as "Big Sky Country", and our wide

horizons and open plains give the visitor a feeling of

unparalleled space and freedom. When the sun goes

down, our clear night sky is an astronomical feast.

Camping out under the stars in Kenya is a real

experience. If you're not much of a camper, try a

luxury 'Star Bed' in Laikipia,where a full size bed is set

up in the wild location of your choice, letting you

enjoy the stars in style.

H sT
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KENYA CULTURAL SAFARI
A Wealth of Culture

Kenya has 42 cultures,

countless languages -and

dialects and one of the most

richly diverse social tapestries

on earth.

Yet we remain a peaceful

nation united by a common

Kenyan culture, a strong,

proud people who warmly

welcome the world to our

beautiful country.

One word is heard all over

Kenya- Koribu. This means

'Welcome' and in Kenya it is a

greeting, an invitation and a

blessing. This natural warmth

is evident on every smiling

face that welcomes you to

our country.

Our past is a history of

change and diversity, a long

story of the meeting and

melding of many different

peoples and cultures.

This history stretches back

further than most.

Archaeological excavations at

Koobi Fora, Olorgesaille and

Kariandusi have shown that

humans have actively

inhabited Kenya for the past

4.5 million years.

This is the land where man

was born.To travel in Kenya is

to experience this unique

cultural mosaic as old as

creation. Meet the Swahili

sailors of the coast, visit the

thorn-enclosed villages of the

Maasai in the south, walk with

Samburu warriors in the

northern wilderness, or fish

with the Luo, master

fisherman of Lake Victoria in

the west. Anywhere you

travel in Kenya, you will find

different and fascinating

cultures.

So take a Cultural Safari, and

experience a living breathing

history and cultures as

diverse as Kenya itself.



THE LAND OF CREATION

Most of Kenya's tribal cultures have their own

creation myths and legends, handed down

across generations.

For the Kikuyu, the peak of Mt. Kenya is the

sacr.ed realm of their God, Ngai, who created

the earth, and a man and a woman who lived

in a grove of fig trees with their nine

daughters. A sacrifice to the mountain brought

forth nine young men from a fire, and the

resulting marriages created the nine Kikuyu

clans. To this day, the mountain is considered a

sacred site.

The Meru people have a creation myth with

intriguing links to Biblical lore, believing

themselves to have escaped from slavery on an

offshore island, and to have reached Kenya

through parted seas.

Maasai legend has it that the earth and sky

were once woven together, until Enkai, the

creator decided to tear them apart.As the two

pulled away, only the fig trees remained

stretched between them. Enkai sent cattle

down through these trees as a blessing for the

Maasai.As a result, both cattle and these trees

are treated with great reverence and respect.
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These are just a handful of the many and varied creation myths scattered across Kenya's 42

cultures. This folklore and custom remains alive and is greatly treasured.

Music, dance and oral folklore have survived intact over centuries, and remain an important part

of many cultures. Each year, a festival held in Nairobi celebrates this musical heritage.

From beadwork to basketry, woodcarving to pottery, traditional handicrafts also continue to be

widely practiced throughout the country and reflect the range of cultural values and beliefs of

the people of Kenya.

The Kiondo, 0 tradrt,onol Kikuyu design thot has become a fashionable modern accessory

Pottery and basketry fram Lake Viaoria region

Visiting Kenya allows you to experience this rich cultural heritage first hand. By staying at lodges

and camps that are managed by or work closely with their local communities, guests can learn

much more about these cultures, and the way that tradition survives in the modern world.

TraditionalTurkana hut under construction

For those with a strong interest in Kenyan cultures, it is possible to arrange village or home-stays

in many parts of Kenya. This can be a life-changing experience, letting visitors appreciate and

understand a very different culture and learn to look at life from a completely new perspective.

Indigenous Kenyans originated from sources as varied as their myths and legends, with many

tribes arriving in Kenya long ago in migrations from north, west and south.

To the east, it was the sea that brought a new and exotic influence to Kenya.
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WINDS OF CHANGE

The Kenyan coastline is blessed by a gentle

monsoonal wind known as the Kaskazi, which

became known as a trade wind, bringing trading

dhows, explorers and adventures to our shores.

This trade of goods and cultures created a unique

society, where outside influence blended with

indigenous custom and tradition. This culture

became known as Swahili, derived from the Arabic

Sahel, for coast.

The Swahili culture, and its language became a

pervasive influence throughout Kenya and our

coast remains its stronghold. This influence led to

Swahili becoming the most commonly spoken

African language. This was a culture born of the

sea, and this legacy remains as lateen-sailed trading

dhows still sail the length of the coast.

Swahili culture still thrives along the coast. For the

visitor, it is still easy to immerse yourself in the

heady atmosphere here. Wander the streets of

Mombasa Old Town, and you will find yourself

transported into the pages of the Arabian Nights.

To the north, the island town of Lamu remains a

Swahili community unchanged by the outside

world, where life is lived at a very different,

laidback pace. There are no cars on the island,

and the most common form of transportation

remains the donkey.The narrow winding streets

of the bustling stone town are a labyrinth well

worth losing yourself in. Each twist and turn

brings a new experience and even more to

discover.

Most visitors to Lamu come away hopelessly in

love with this magical place, and many return

again and again.

If Lamu is the most exotic Swahili town, then

the most mysterious must be Gedi.The ruins of

this lost city, once a great and wealthy trading

outpost, lie deep in the Arabuko Sokoke coastal

rainforest. Gedi is an enigmatic puzzle to

historians and archaeologists alike.

Never once mentioned or recorded in the

extensive written history of the area, this

magnificent settlement seems to have existed

without the knowledge of the outside world.

Equally mysterious was its sudden abandonment

in the mid-16th century. No reason is clear for

this desertion and no record was made of the

whereabouts or fate of its entire population.

Gedi remains a mystery, and its ghostly ruins in

the depths of the forest make for a fascinating

morning or afternoon visit.

The sea eventually brought influence from Europe

in the form of Portuguese explorer, Vasco da Gama,

who landed here in 1497. His landing is marked

with a pillar by the town of Malindi, which became

an important centre for Portuguese settlement.

It was the Portuguese who built the impressive Fort

Jesus over the harbor in Mombasa in 1598. This

Fort was to become the staging ground for a

turbulent and bloody war for control of the coast

between the Portuguese and the Shirazi and Omani

Arabs that lasted over 400 years.

Today, this is a major historical monument where

visitors can discover this epic history for

themselves as they explore the battlements, canons

and ramparts of the weathered Fort.

After the eventual fall of the Portuguese, the sea

was to bring even more momentous influences to

the shores of Kenya.
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COLONIAL HERITAGE

The end of the 19th Century saw the British

becoming increasingly determined to create an East

African protectorate, and thereby gain control of the

Suez Canal.They saw that the only way to do this was

to create a railroad deep into the

wilderness. With some knowledge of the area

provided by early explorers, they drew plans to

penetrate Kenyawith a railway line from Mombasa to

the waters of LakeVictoria, the source of the Nile.

Dismissed by some as a "Lunatic Line", this bold

plan began in 1896, the line snaking 1000kms/600

miles inland into the central highlands. The

construction of the line was halted by man-eating

lions in 1899, creating one of Africa's best known

adventure stories:The Man-eaters of Tsavo.
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The railway was completed in December 190 I,

finally reaching Lake Victoria. This railway is still in

existence today, regarded as one of the world's

best known historic railways.

The railway brought a small outpost originally

known as "Mile 39" to life, and this grew into a

shanty town named Nairobi, after the original

Maasai name Ewaso Nai'Beri for the swamp on

which it was built. This small town became a

bustling centre for colonial administrators, Indian

merchants and adventurers from around the world.

Kenya rapidly became a unique colony, known for

the freedom of its wide open spaces and the 'safari'

lifestyle. The country was a magnet for hunters,

artists and eccentrics.

MODERN KENYA

Kenya's colonial legacy was built on the reputations

of many of these unique characters, including the

empire-building Lord Delamere, the decadent Lord

Errol, the strong-willed aviator Beryl Markham and

the Danish author Karen Blixen.

Her account of her life in Kenya from 1914 until

1931,"Out of Africa" became a much-loved literary

classic, evoking the beauty and romance of Kenya.

Today her home is a museum dedicated to her life

and work, a place immediately recognizable to

anyone who has read her work or seen the 1985

film based on her life.

Kenya remained a British colony until a determined struggle for freedom saw the independent republic

born in 1963. Modern Kenya remains a multi-cultural and diverse society, yet purely, proudly Kenyan.This

is a country where custom and tradition are blended and absorbed into modern life. In Kenya you will

find some of Africa's most exciting and vibrant modern arts, music, theatre and dance, alongside proud

displays of traditional arts and culture.

So Karibu Kenya and experience the world's most diverse Cultural Safari.



c u L T u R A L H

Here are just a few cultural classics:

Nairobi National Museum

This historic institution has long recorded the natural and cultural history of Kenya.

Their impressive displays include an important collection of tribal portraits by Joy

Adamson, artist and author of Born Free.

Olorgesaille

A major archeological excavation easily accessed from Nairobi.This

was an area of intensive habitation by a group of Homo Erectus

over 500,000 years ago and has yielded many major fossil finds.

Lake Turkana

The remote isolation of this inland sea has preserved many of its

fascinating local cultures. Kenya's smallest tribe, the EI Molo, live on

the lake's southern shores.

Maasai Land

The Maasai are one of the world's best known tribal cultures, but very

few people really come to understand and appreciate the intricacies

of Maasai society. Spend some time with a local guide and learn the

importance of ritual, custom and ceremony in everyday Maasai life.

I G sH L I G H T

Community Ranches

In many areas, particularly Samburu land, a major conservation initiative

is allowing local communities to open up tracts of land to wildlife, using

revenue raised from tourism to finance community projects. This is a

great chance to experience the wilderness from a local perspective.

Maulidi Festival

Every year this traditional festival

brings the island of Lamu to life,

with song, dance, and donkey and

dhow racing.

Western Kenya

A number of cultural festivals in Luhya and Luo land take place in

December annually, including the Kakamega bullfights and the Mugwena

festival in Nyanza. This region is a treasure trove of little known

cultural highlights.

Mombasa Cultural Carnival

This annual event encourages the residents of Mombasa to celebrate

the many varied cultures that work together to create Kenya's most

culturally-diverse city.
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Paradise above. The world's sunniest and most sandy beaches



KENYA BEACH SAFARI
Destination Paradise

Kenya meets the Indian Ocean in a brilliant blaze of blue,

where the crystal-clear azure waters caress fine white sands.

As you lay on our beaches with balmy breezes fresh off the

sea, whispering palm fronds overhead and the shimmer of

waves breaking on a reef in the distance, there's no mistaking

where you are:This is the very definition of paradise.

Our coast stretches 480kms/300 miles from north to south.

These shores have been welcoming visitors to Kenya for a

very long time. For centuries the trade winds have brought

the world to us. Traders from Arabia, Portugal, China and

India have all plied the calm waters of our coastline.

The blend of African and Arab culture along the coast

created a new and unique culture, known as Swahili.

Life on the coast is lived at its own relaxed pace. The

sun- soaked beaches and warm inviting waters of the Indian

Ocean are a haven of peace and tranquility. Lay back, relax,

and let the rest of the world drift away.



Our beaches are lined with protective coral reefs, creating calm

waters ideal for swimming and water sports. If you are looking to do

more than just relax, there's plenty of scope for aquatic adventure.

Para-flying, water-skiing, sailing, sea kayaking, windsurfing and more are

all available.

Our big game fishing is world-famous and has brought many great

fishermen, including Ernest Hemingway,.to Kenya. Try your luck with

some of the ocean's toughest opponents, including the marlin, wahoo

and the mackerel.

Whether you want to look for thrills or just chill out by the sea, there

are always plenty of options at hand.

We have a wide range of coastal hotels, resorts, beachside camps and

private guesthouses. Looking for the perfect destination for an active

family? You'll find it here.

Perhaps it's the ultimate in peace and privacy for a special romantic

break? Look no further.

No matter what your needs, interests or budget, you'll be well catered

for on the Kenyan coast.

In fact, with the bounty of the Indian Ocean and some of the world's

best fresh seafood right on our doorstep, catering is a coastal

speciality.

So take a Beach Safari in Kenya. Anyway you look at it - this is

paradise.



EXPLORE THE SHORES

A Kenya Beach Safari offers much more than just sun,

sea and sand. Step back from the beach and you'll find

endless opportunities for adventure.

Shop in bustling markets for local handicrafts and art.

Every visitor to the coast should buy a Kikoi. This

colourful, all-purpose wrap around cloth is worn by

most coastal people, and makes for perfect beach

The nearby National Parks and Reserves of Tsavo, Shimba Hills

and Mwalunganje can provide the classic safari experience just a

few hours from the coast. At the Tana River Delta, a fantastic

world of wildlife directly borders the beach.

Discover the lost city of Gedi deep in a coastal rainforest or trace

the journey ofYasco da Gama to Malindi.Yisit the Island of Lamu

and enter a unique world unchanged by modern history.Explore coastal towns and discover more about the

local Swahili culture. Sample some of the area's

unique cuisine, combining the best of fresh seafood

with locally grown spices.

Ride the length of deserted beaches on horseback,

or take a bike and explore quiet coastal villages.

Much of the Kenya coast is the land of the Mijikenda,

a group of nine tribes united by a fascinating cultural

heritage, and visitors are always given a warm

welcome.

Even at the coast, our world famous wildlife is never far away.

Coastal forests such as Arabuko Sokoke and Jadini offer

wilderness within reach of the beach. Trek through these forests

and discover a world of birds and butterflies, rare monkeys and

elusive elephant herds. At Arabuko, birders may just spot the

Sokoke scops owl, one of the rarest birds on the planet.

At Bamburi, north of Mombasa a former cement quarry has been

completely reforested and stocked with game. This major

environmental initiative has created an idyllic sanctuary, perfect

for long afternoon walks.

wear.

You'll find that the rich history of the coast is a living

and tangible presence everywhere you go. Explore

the Old Town of Mombasa or climb the battlements

of Fort Jesus.
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LOOK DEEPER

Look beneath the surface of our turquoise ocean,

and discover yet another paradise.

Our beaches are fringed with expanses of coral

reef, creating an underwater world of wonders.

Our world-class scuba dive spots are ranked with

the Red Sea and The Great Barrier Reef as some of

the finest international undersea attractions. We

have shallow coral gardens ideal for snorkelling or

glass-bottom boats, and spectacular outer reef

dives for scuba enthusiasts.

Our Marine Parks, such as Watamu/Malindi and

Kisiite Mpunguti, offer some of the best diving on

the African coast. Moray reef has a 28-metre/92

foot overhang with shoals of angel fish, tang and

barracuda and huge moray eels.

At Yuma near Kilifi,there is excellent cave diving,

while the mouth of Mida Creek at Watamu

promises close encounters with giant rock cod.

Our reefs are visited by sea turtles, manta rays, and

the most gentle ocean giant of all, the whale shark.
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There are many fully equipped and certified PADI,

NAUI and BSAC dive operators on the coast.

Qualified instructors are available for those wishing

to experience scuba for the first time and become

fully certified.

Specialist dives including Wreck, Night, Deep,

Nitrox and more are all available.

Take the plunge in Kenya and enjoy our paradise

above and below.

Shimoni, a wond-ctoss dive site



B E A c H H I G H L I G H T s

The Best of the Beach

Take a Beach Safari along our coastline. Here are a few recommended spots:

South Coast

The southern coast of Kenya has our widest pure white beaches, and a great range of

accommodation of services. From family resorts to beachside campsites, fantastic fishing and

diving from dhows, to swimming with dolphins, coastal caving and forest hikes, fantastic cuisine

and wild nightlife, it's all here for you.

Malindi-Watamu

If you dream of deserted palm-fringed beaches, then this is the place for you. Historical sites and

natural attractions surround the resort town of Malindi.At Watamu, pristine coastal forest lines

idyllic, peaceful, and uninhabited beaches.

Tana River Delta

Quite literally the best of both worlds, this river delta is where wilderness meets the sea. A

deserted beach with rolling sand dunes borders river estuaries alive with hippo, crocodile,

buffalo and bushbuck.

Lamu

One of Kenya's greatest treasures is the small island of Lamu,where a 14th Century Swahili town

has remained largely unchanged by the forces of history. No cars, very little western influence,

just a relaxed, welcoming atmosphere and narrow winding streets full of exotic charm.
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